
A Parents Guide To 
Gangs 

Created by the joint efforts of the Round Lake Area Police Departments.  



What Is A Gang? 

A gang is an organization, association, or group of three or more people, whether formal or informal, that: 
 
• Has a common name or identifying sign, symbol, or colors. 
• Has as one of it’s primary activities the commission of criminal or intimidating behavior 
• Has one or more members who has engaged in a pattern of criminal activity 
 
Gang activity includes but is not limited to: drug trafficking, extortion, intimidation, theft, graffiti, and bat-
tery. 

When Did Gangs Start/Where Are They Now? 

Gangs have existed for generations, primarily as ethnic protection groups.  Over the last century they have 
expanded to mostly criminal organizations. 
 
Gangs used to be considered only a “Big City” problem.  While the largest and strongest gangs are centered 
in large urban areas, their influence now reaches deep into every community. 

Who Joins A Gang? 

Typically gang members range from 11-24 years old with some staying into their late 60’s 
 
Most are male, but the female population is rising at an alarming rate. 
 
All races are effected, as well as all Soci/Economic levels, but lower income areas are effected at a greater 
rate. 
 
Most members disregard education and drop out prior to completing high school.  Many obtain a G.E.D. due 
to a court imposed sentence.  There has been an increase in some members obtaining college degrees in or-
der to assist in the running of the gangs affairs. 



Why Do People Join Gangs? 

A person joins a gang for a variety of reasons. 
 
• Stressful home life 
 — Lack of parental attention 
 — Permissive parental attitude 
 — Abuse or neglect 
 — Past Family involvement 
• Poor school performance 
 — Low motivation 
 — Language barriers 
 — Behavior/Discipline problems 
• Personal issues 
 — Low self esteem 
 — Poor internalization skills 
 — Need for a sense of power 
 — Seeking adventure/excitement 
• Outside influences 
 — Glamorization by media 
 — Negative police involvement 
 — Peer Pressure 
 — Profit 
 — Protection 
 
The key is that gangs fill the needs of  a young person that has not been met by the family or community.  
Gangs give a false sense of  “family” to their members.  Often this can even be more powerful then what 
adolescents get from their biological family. 

Gang Structure 

Many of the larger gangs have a structure that is very similar to a government, with leaders, rules, and 
punishment.  These will be often written in “constitutions” or “handbooks” that are passed from member 
to member.   
 
Membership can take on many forms, ranging from a simple supporter thru a hardcore member.  Taking 
part in the gang in any of these ways can lead to dangerous situations for the member and his/her family. 



Hardcore Gang Members can be defined as persons who function on a daily basis for the gang.  The gang 
provides for the person, and the person lives and dies for the gang.  Hardcore members become more dedi-
cated as they climb the rank structure and gain power and status. 
 
Regular Members are people who are part of the gang, but their lives do not revolve around the gang.  
They partake or associate with the gang on a less then daily basis and normally are not entrusted with a 
major role.  They have been initiated into the gang and tend to obey the hardcore gang members. 
 
Future Members/Associates are people who may be trying to join a gang or simply emulate the gang life-
style without officially being initiated.  They can simply be “hanging out” with or “showing love” to the 
gang members.  A dedicated associate can sometimes be deeply involved in gang activities.  They may act 
or claim to be an actual member.  They are usually middle school age or younger. 
 
Supporters are people who sympathize with the gang and perform acts, which directly and indirectly sup-
port its functions and activities.  They are youth that are trying to decide if they want to join or simply imi-
tate, as well as adults/parents who allow the activity to continue. 

Identifiers 

Gangs use many different identifiers to “represent” alliance to their specific gang or to “disrespect” other 
gangs.  Specific gangs, support “nations” that are used to identify predetermined alliances between those 
gangs.  The specific gang identifiers will often incorporate those from the “nations.” 
 
The identifiers can be found many places: 
• Graffiti 
• Hand Signs/Handshakes 
• Numbers 
• Symbols 
• Color Combinations 
• Sportswear 
• Slogans 
• Religious symbols 
• Clothing 
• Tattoos 





“People Nation” 

• Represent to the Left Side (Hats, Clothing, Etc.) 
• 5 Point Star 
• Pitchfork Down 
 
In the Round Lake Area there are 3 main groups that fall under the “People Nation”: 
 
• The Latin Kings / Latin Queens 
• The Vice Lords 
• The Four Corner Hustlers 
 
These are by no means the only groups or symbols that may be in the area, just the ones that have been 
the most active.  With the internet and migration from the inner cities there can be many variations. 

Latin Kings / Latin Queens 

Vice Lords 

Four Corner Hustlers 





“Folk Nation” 

• Represent to the Right Side (Hats, Clothing, Etc.) 
• 6 Point Star 
• Pitchfork Up 
 
In the Round Lake Area there are 2 main groups that fall under the “Folk Nation”: 
• The Two Sixer’s 
• The Gangster Disciples 
 
These are by no means the only groups or symbols that may be in the area, just the ones that have been the most 
active.  With the internet and migration from the inner cities there can be many variations. 

Sureño 13’s 

Sureno 13’s 

Two Sixer’s 

Gangster Disciples 

• Represent on the Right side 
• They use three dots or variations of the number 13 
• They act indepently like their own “nation” but have made allies before 





Prevention Efforts 

Parents should keep the following in mind: 
• Interest 
• Involvement 
• Investigation 

Interest 

• Parents should show an active interest in their children's lives: 
 — Grades 
 — Goals 
 — Activities 
 — Sports 
 — Hobbies 
 — Music 
 — Television 
 — Internet 
 — Video games 
 — Friends 
• Listen to your children 

Involvement 

• Parents should be involved in their children’s lives 
• Be the strongest influence in their children’s lives 
• Plan family activities (show unity and belonging to the family) 
• Give encouragement, praise and reward when deserved 
• Give attention (spend time with your children every day) 
• Trust  (should be  earned by the child and respected by the parent) 
• Teach family values and morals (teach and demonstrate responsibility, common decency and a sense of 

community) 
• Join or create a community group to combat gang influences 



Involvement 

• Parents should be the “Family Detectives.” This should not be done as a means to “spy” on a child, but 
to protect the child and family from negative outside influences and the dangers they bring 

• Ask who your child’s friends are, and pay attention if they start referring to them only by nicknames 
• Do your children  wear certain clothes, hats, or jewelry.  “Style” is one thing, but if they only wear a 

few specific colors ask why 
• What's in your child's room?  Your child should have privacy, but you as a parent should also maintain 

control.  At minimum, an occasional inspection should be done.  Your child can be present and you 
should explain to them the purpose is the protection of the family. 

• Ask regularly what music are they listening to , what are the lyrics saying, what does the cover look like 
• Where is your child “hanging out” and with whom? 
• How are your child’s grades, and are there drastic grade changes? 
• Listen to the language your child uses, do you approve? 
• Is the language slang or gang related? 
• How does your child act?  Does he/she imitate gang members? 
• Ask your child directly, their answer might surprise you 
• Check the computer, what sites do your children view, do they have a MySpace or Xanga site? 
• Talk to your local police, find out what is happening in your community and what is being done about it 
• Don’t be afraid to report suspicious activity in your community 

Risks Involved 

• Gang activity effects both the member and their community 
• Violence often extends past the actual gang member, many times innocent  family members are injured 
• Vandalism and graffiti to your home and community 
 — Constant graffiti can drop property values as much as 15% 
• Unsafe/Unproductive schools 
 — Gangs recruiting and operating, effecting all students 
• Sharp increases in drug sales and use 
• For the gang members the risks include: 
 — Being permanently labeled a gang member  
      which will effect their opportunity for success in life 
 — Going to jail or prison, having a criminal record 
 — Injury or Death  



Magazines 

Cartoons 

Internet 

Gangs Influence Many Areas 



Gangs are made up of both 
males and females! 

Members recruit within 
their families. 



Round Lake Area Police Assistance 
 
Emergency……………………………………………………………….911 
Cen Com (non-emergency)…………………………………(847) 270-9111 
Round Lake Police………………………………………….(847) 546-8112 
Round Lake Beach Police…………………………………..(847) 546-2127 
Round Lake Heights Police…………………………………(847) 546-9704 
Round Lake Park/Hainesville Police………………………..(847) 546-7257 
Lake County Sheriff………………………………………...(847) 549-5200 
 

Area Community Resources 
 
Al-Anon/Al-Ateen…………………………………………..(847) 980-4640 
A Safe Place (Shelter/Counseling)….………………………(847) 249-5147 
 Crisis Line…………………………………………(847) 249-4450 
Avon Township……………………………………………..(847) 546-1446 
 Food  Pantry……………………………………….(847) 546-1066 
Big Brothers/Big Sisters…………………………………….(847) 360-0770 
Bradley Counseling Center………………………………….(847) 356-3322 
Central Baptist Family Services…………………………….(847) 356-1021 
Community Youth Network………………………………...(847) 548-6000 
Crisis Center Hotline………………………………………..(847) 377-8088 
DCFS…….………………………………………………..(800) 25-ABUSE 
Family Services of North Lake County……………………..(847) 356-1944 
Gang Outreach…...…………………………………………(847) 546-0887 
Kids Hope United…………………………………………...(847) 245-6800 
Latina Family Services of Lake County…………………….(847) 662-4464 
Lake County Advocacy Center…………………...………...(847) 360-6870  
Lake County Council Against Sexual Assault……………...(847) 244-1187 
 Hotline……………………………………………..(847) 872-7799 
Lake County Health Department……………………………(847) 546-0080 
 Community Health Center………………………...(847) 377-8450 
 Children/Adolescent Behavioral Services………...(847) 360-3160 
 Health Center……………………………………...(847) 360-6770 
 Behavioral Health Services………………………..(847) 377-8180 
 Women’s Health Clinic………………..…(847) 377-8457 or 8453 
Lake County Public Housing……………………………….(847) 223-1170 
Lake County YMCA………………………………………..(847) 336-2196 
 
 
Denotes Bi-Lingual Programs 

Information Directory 



Area Community Resources Cont. 
 
Mano A Mano Center…………………………………(847) 201-1521 or 22 
Mentors Plus………………………………………………...(847) 740-2624 
Mother’s Trust Foundation………………………………….(847) 482-9189 
Myers Counseling Center…………………………………...(847) 263-1269 
NICASA…………………………………………………….(847) 546-6450 
National Runaway Switchboard…………………………….(800) 621-4000 
St. Therese Medical Center…………………………………(847) 249-3900 
St Joseph’s Church………………………………………….(847) 546-3610 
Tri-County Pregnancy/Parenting…………………………....(847) 455-0965 
 
Denotes Bi-Lingual Programs 

Information Directory 

Curfew 
Under 18 

Sun-Thurs 11pm 
Fri-Sat 12am 

 
Tobacco 

No One Under 18 
 

Alcohol 
No One Under 21 



PEOPLE REPRESENT 

TO THE LEFT 
"ALL IS WELL" 

5 POINTS 

LATIN KINGS VICE LORDS 4 CORNER 

HUSTLERS P - STONE LATIN COUNTS 

INITIALS LK  ALKN VL  VLN  IIVL 4CH P STONE LC  LCN 

MAKE UP LATINO, WHITE, 
BLACK WHITE, BLACK PART OF VICE 

LORD NATION BLACK LATINO 

COLORS      

CLOTHING TRENDS LA KINGS,  PITTS-
BURG PIRATES CHICAGO BULLS     CHICAGO BULLS 

SYMBOLS      



FOLKS REPRESENT TO 

THE RIGHT 
 "ALL IS ONE" 
 6 POINTS 

GANGSTER DIS-

CIPLES 
MANIAC LATIN 

DISCIPLES TWO SIX NATION 

INDEPENDENT  

NORTENO 14  / LA 

FAMALIA             4 

POINTS 

INDEPENDENT  

SURENO 13           3 

POINTS 

INITIALS GD  BGDN MLD 26   26ers N14  LF SUR  SUR 13 

MAKE UP BLACK LATINO, WHITE LATINO LATINO LATINO,  WHITE 

COLORS      

CLOTHING TRENDS GEORGE TOWN, 
SPORTS WEAR SPORTS WEAR     LA, LOS ANGLES 

SYMBOLS      


